CHAPTER   VII
NOLUMUS  LEGES  ANGLIC  MUTARE
To deny the fact of medieval patriotism is to deny
things as obvious as the sun. The idea that the men who
wrought and thought in Gothic could have allowed their
minds to be wrapped up in the parchment of feudal
lawyers is, to put it mildly, academic. But patriotism,
which Is the love of a man for his country, is as manifold
as love itself, and merely to record its existence is to tell
us little more than that human beings are human. We
must know the quality of patriotism, and its object,
if we are to be enlightened concerning it.
Its object first, for it was only gradually that it became
apparent that an Englishman, when he thought of his
country, really meant England, or who, living In England,
was fit to be called an Englishman. The Conquest had
at least settled the former point by flattening out the
old provincial loyalties, but so long as a Norman baronage
continued to have a footing on both sides of the Channel,
It would never quite lose its character of an alien and
occupying garrison. For English patriotism, therefore, to
come fully of age, it was necessary to cut the connection
between England and Normandy; a thing that came
to pass when the awakening self-consciousness of France,
spreading outwards from Paris as a centre, and marking
its expansion by a fairy ring of Gothic cathedrals, caused
the unnatural fabric of a Plantagenet empire to collapse
like a house of cards. Then It was that a Norman
baronage, Norman now In nothing but name and wedded
Inseparably to English soil, was able to function as a
patriot aristocracy.
But there Is a further complicating factor that persists
throughout the whole of the Middle Ages. Patriotism may
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